| Atruedeclaration of the ſtate of the Manufacture of gold and filuer Threed, 


fromthe beginning of th: making thereof here in England,vacill this preſent. 


[A many trials for the making of gold and (iluer Threed, time at laſt made diſcouery thereof according to the maner of Milain in 7ta« 
ly, wacre ic is thought to be one of the moſt beneficiall myſteries in that Nation, conſiſting of ſo many parts, imploying by computation 
49000 perſons, wherewith they haue heretofore ſerued Chriſtendome, and thereby cariched themfelues. | 

Henry the ; Frence,a Prince as well prouident in peace as warre, had ſuch a ſence thereof, that beſides his-princely patronage,.. hee gaue 
60000, French Crownesto helpe their proceedings, which by his vatimely death came not to perfe&ion. 


The laudable praftiſe hereof,together with apparant hopes of benefir, both ro the vndertakers and the Stare, ( 


. ze che commoditie not being 
worth in the Materialls the one mottie ic was vſually ſold for, leauing the reſt behind where ic was made ) was a iuſt motiue to vndertake the 


ſame, whereby rye profit might rather accrew to our ſelues, then ro forreigne Nations, viz. that which vſually coſt 5 8. 6.8. is not worth aboue 
2 $.88.or thereabouts che reſt being gained by the Menno finamadchatbee was ſet on foote the 8, yeare of the King, 

The lahour was difficult, dangerous, and fo chargeable to be effeed, that the aduenture required a time of priuiledge, torecompence the 
Induſtry of thole that a the ſame ; wherefore it pleaſed his Maieſtic at the ſuite of the late Lord 1o, Harrington the elder, and the 
Countelle of Bedford, to grant a Pattent for the ſole exerciſe thereof for atime. 

In the.paſling of which Pattent, 3. eſpeciall things preſented themſclues.to the conſideration ofthe State,which were referred to the exami- 
nation of the Lord Treaſurer Salisbwry and others. Firſt, whether it had been a former Trade here or no. Secondly, the conſumption of 
Bullion, Arrdlaftly, his Maieſties Cuſtomes.. | ; 

For the Firſt, by report of Goldſmiths, Imbretherers.andSilkemen, it was not found to be any former Trade. 

' Forthe conſumprion of Bullion, it was ſuppoſed that the benefic of the Trade far oueruallued « bo conſumption, 

For the maintaining of his Maieſties Cuſtomes, the Patrentees gaue ſecurety, andpaidaccordingly.. 

ThisParrent continuing ynder.theſe examinations andcrryallsalmoft one whole yeare paſtthe 9. ycare of the King, with approbation, and 
 focontinued yntill the 23, without oppoſition, by which-time perſons employed, who were many, and'of ſeucrall quallities, comming to 

lomercaſonable perfeQion, by chargeable experience to the Pattentees, were for a greater recompence enticed, and imployed by ſtrangers and 

others in corners, hauing by this rime found out cauells againſt the Kings Grant, for-want of words which being heard at a Councell Table, 
was ouer ruled, anda new Pattent granted with more ample words, the better to expreſle his Maicſties pleaſure, and a Proclamation publiſhed 
to this effec, which gaue 2 preſent ſhew of remedy, but fell out otherwiſe: for that this Trade comming'to afurrher veiw of perfeQion, cer- 
taine Gold-wierdrawers for purls,plates,ocs, ſpangles,&c.bcing free of the Goldſnriths Company;layda title or claime thereto as a part of their 
Trade, andalthough before the Lord Chancellour Elleſmere,and:others of his Maieſtics Priuy Councell and Commitltoners they were heard, 
 anddetermined nor to intermedle, they ceaſed not ro continue either to make the commoditic, or to prepare the Miterialls in drawne wyer, 
to ſell to poore people of a deſperate condition, who venting the ſame dayly to Silke-men and Lace-makers for preſent ready money, were 
forced to ſell their labours fo pw" as vrged their neceſſities to ſeeke for new. ſeuerall fraudulent deuiſesfor benetir, which hath fince dayly 
increaſed. So this miſchiefe increaſing, and the errorin belecuing in the yalliditic of the Kings Grant, and not conlidering- the great benefic 
of the meaneſt ſubiects liberty, inforced vsto ſecke new wayecs of remedy, by executing of warrantsand Commiſſions, wherein they eicher cx-- 
cceding, or not proceeding with that diſcretion and iudgment as was requiſite, drew on many ſcuerall complaintsto the laſt Parliament, who 
conceiuing them iuſt agrieuances both in matrer and maner, the Patten luuluwaduhnnaihi = was condemned, but the, Manifafture 
it {elfe by reafon. of the Parliaments ſudden ditfolution !:f& vnregulated;, by which meanes the abuſes no wayes diminiſhing, bucrather in- 
creaſing, and the inconueniences of the great waſt of Bullion more plainely appearing : his Maicftic with the Lords and others of his Priuy 
Councell raking it into their conſideration, vpon mature deliberation, thought the moſt preſent remedy was vrtterly to ſupprelſe che 
faid Trades, and all»nlawtull melcing and finin 
formerly and ſince to that effect. Bur this prohibition by his Maitſtie and the Lords was ſo farre from taking any effect eicher in the Finers 
obedience, who are-the maine offendors, or in the inferior workers, by reaſon of continuall buyers and receiuers of the commodity, as it grevw 


vpto afar higher inconuenience then euer, and was impoſlible to reforme by ſu pprefienghe mulrcicude being fo A of inferior neceſlirated 
people :- the conſideration hereof moued his Maieſtic and the Lords to compaſſionate the cauſe, and vpon the umble petition of diuerſc 
conformable perſons then in exerciſe of the ſaid ManufaQture, a Charter of Incorporation was granted ypon theſe enſuing propoſitions, 


For the regulating of the gold and filuer thread buſneſſe, and to gine aremeay to the inconneniences,(aſwell by conſumption of Bullion thereby, as by 
other wſes of the liks nature ariſceg) beſides the loſſe that may be of his Maieſties Cuſtomes by that to be made bere, your Lordſvips bumble 
petitioners vedertaking the ſaid Manufatture, humbly deſire conſideration and allowance of the propoſitions follawing, viz... 


I. Tohauc a Corporation, and allowance of power conuenient toexamine, find out, and puniſh the abuſes aſwell in others, as thoſe of 
the ſame Companie, practiſing the vnlawfull melting and fining of gold or (iluer, for the making of gold or filuer thread, and drawing of 
wierfor that or any other yſe whatſocuer, as for purles, plates, ocs, ſpangles, fordamasking and inlaying.wyer, for wyer for cloth of gold and 
filuer, andſuch like :_and to haue power.to make lawes and orders amongſt themſclues as in that caſe is vſuall, and toſupprelle all others thar 
axe not allowedto be of the ſame Company. 


'2> That one place onely be appointed and authorized, and that within the Tower of London, or in the Hall of the ſaid Company, whes- 


therall ſuch (iluer ought to be brought, to be prepared or made fit to be ſold. for chemaking of gold or filuer wyer for all the aforeſaid yſcs, . 


that the quantety may appeare what 1s yearely expended. ; 
$. Thar a Standard be appointed of the fineile of Sterling money, with the remedy of two penny-wai 


he. 
4:. That his Maicſties ſworne Orficer or Oficers keepe a true accompt of all ſuch ſiluer or gold "an of in,. and delivered out for any of 
theſevfes, and to make and keepe an Allay of the true finelle and goodnelle. . 


5+ Thar incaſe of diſcouering any perſon making baſe or counterfer ſiluer for thread,or any of the other vſes, to the abuſe of his Maieſties 
ſubieas, and in contempt of his Maieftics Proclamation : they humbly deſire puniſhment of the offendors inthe Starchamber for example 


to. others. _ | 
| And the better to effe& this, | 
6;. Thathis Maieftie may be pleaſed to grant Proclamation againſt all other Finers then in the Tower or Hall of the ſaid Company, and 


to prohibire all the making, venring, buying or ſelling of gold and iluer thread made here vnſcaled, and all ſuch m_ made here, for any of ; 


theforcſaid vices: andto prohibit the preparing of all or any maner of marerialls, and thingsfor the making of gold and (iluer thread, other 
then ſuch asis toſerue to the end of this Corporation, 


Which propoſitions on his Maieſtics bebalfe being performed, they ſhak be enabled, and doe on their behalfes promiſe the performance of theſe enſu- 
eng Articles. 


1, To giue ſecurity.to his Maieſtie, to be taken by the Lord Treaſurer and Chancellor,for the time being to make appeare by ſubſtantiall 
roofe, the good effe&t in the nantncy, that after one fixe moneths firft allowed them for prouiſion and ſtore,. they will yearcly bring in 
fore hand ſo much Bullion from forreigne partsto the Tower of London, and conuer:t the ſame into the Currant coyne of the kingdome, 
Eompenancutuli ſer paan ad eemagrine bones, —_ = _ 
£2. That each perfon ofthe Corporation Il gine bond to his Maieſtiesvſe, and at his admittaneeinto the Company ſhall take oath noe 
to vic or buy any {iluer at all for any of the vſes aforeſaid, but that which he ſhall buy in the Tower of London, 

3. They doe further offer to pay his Maieftic, in confideration of the loſle of cuſtome that may ariſe by the ſaid Manufattures and other- 
wile, ſixe pence pon cuery ounce of gold and ſiluer wyer they ſhall haue occlion to vie tor any ofthe d vſcs,and to pay foure pence for 
the Scale vpon eucry Marke or pound of thread. 

4- They doe notdefire to prohibit 
or counterfit, then the ſame to be forfei 


5- And hey farther humbly defire, that ypon performance of the premiſes at the expiration of the cime limited, and giuing new | 
| cheir old bonds may be deliuered vato them againe. bonds, 


d Theſe Letters Pattenes of Incorporation had beginning in Inne laſt, with 


er to make orders according to the viuall courſe efthat kind, 
| wherein were incorporated neere to the number of 100. perſons, as principalls ro imploy others, who were thereby preſcribed co enter bond 
of zooTk, a peeceto ſis Maieſtie, and belidesto take oath, 


All which whole number, { except one deceirfull old woman, andone that was her Seruane) tooke the ſame oath accordingly, andthree 
ofher by their example refuſed to enter into bond, ratherieſting with an oath,then aduenturing to be bound co that they had already ſworne 
eo: theſe being obſtinate in their owne wayes,cntending fraud fromthe beginning,and rerpeing dutie to his Maicſtic or the Laweyy 
or conueniences of the weale publique, praftiſing by finiſter wayes and ſecret vndiſcernable courſes by ſible meanes to bring all backe 
into confuſion, that they might againe returne to the courſe of ynlawfull melcing and fining of gold and liluer,to be conuerted to any of the 
forlidden vſes, by wheſe former and latter example all other irreguler perſonsare incouraged preſumptuouſly and confidently to follow their 
wayes, inconbiderately preſuming of thir liberty thar neirher the layes of the Kingdome, nor conueniencie of State can any wayes rollerace. 


The effeBt of this, preſents to conſider ation 4. principal! points, 


Firſt, the vnorderly conſumption and waſte of Bullion without account, to the hinderance and prevention of che encreaſe of the coine of 
this Kingdome: and this comes firſt from vnlawfull finers, who melting downe great quancities of coineand bullion, to enrich themſclues 
chereby, diſperſe and diſpoſe itto all perſons,which may be aſwell cranſported as vicd here on theſe prohibited vſcs,and theſe cxamples ennite 
and incourage all theſe diſorderly perſons. 

And theſe ſecrer finers, are ordinary recciners of ſtolne plate from any perſon whatſocuer. ; | | 

2 The falſification of the commodity by theſe diſor _ [—_ py —_— the quallicy thereof in ſcucrall kindes, or in not gt- 

ing the due ion of ity ch in the ouerſlight workin e commodity. 
"X Prejudice to his Mateſtiein choſe duties the vs to hin cchnoniodged by way of recompence, forthe loſſe of cuſtomes of that was 
viſually brought from forreigne parts, 


The inequallity of wſtice toſuch 2s have duly ſerned in a lawfull way of trade,when aſwell forraigners and ftrangers ex lledtheir own 
i, epproguince tothemſclues borh the was x of naturall borneſubiedts, and of free men, to the nurſery of Iewde idle and _ 
ſcruants, who vneumely make themſclues free men from their Maſters ſeruice without conſent, Whereas on the contrary, _ _—_— _ 
kept of the Bullion, it will bea great meanes for the dayly imployment of his Maieſtics Mint, preuent allfalfities: grac Ceſar his = an . if- 
tribure equall Luſtice to ſuch ascither ſerue or purchaſe their rradesby redemption : and the Conumodities better, and better cheape then 
eucr, x | 


g of gold and —_— roa Statute in theraigne of Henry the 7, and other Statutes both 


© URIC SR ITI0] wh being brought in by way of trade, except it ſhall proue baſe. 


